JOE COLE
'

“If only
I'd been

born in

a Latin
country

It's not easy being a free
spirited No10ina
country where that role
isn't part of the
footballing tradition. The
trick, Chelsea star Joe
Cole tells Alison
Ratcliffe, is to blend
idealism and realism
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Has Joe Corle sl his soul? Im metuen for a couple of
leaguse titles, & Carling Cup and who knows what
ather riches 1o come, he has sacrificed a whole heap
af razzle-dazsle o becomse the epiome of modern
Toaeball efficiency, I the ioserviews [oe Cole gave at
West Harm United,

Since | nd
Bobiby Robsom strugyfed o Bwarparate Glenn
Hoddle, the English have regarded the Noliwith
abmsosr as much sesphchan as they viewthe eurs,
Relations between Cole and then West Ham boss

w0k the ‘mysticisnt of Zinedine Zicane v
Dhaviel Beckhant's statistically greaver efficiency.
warnirg afthe darger sohhfendﬂg ton much, and

oy napp R

theaghis about playing Cale in the hole. Redinapg's
successor Glenn Roeder them proclaimed: “There s
0 Folefor a freespire in toplass football

in Fying e
rackln_ bat in having the gurs o persist with
eative trickery.

The tew ee Cole saunds, at firar, veryduﬂ*em.

= e in any anse
pessition on this English distruss of Mol 05 ) 've
atways played more o & regular midfelder - in
Enggland they teed et 0o use that sore of faothall.

o team
inatinnes, "Minbe ten years ago yoo ooulc |\N ene
playmaker just playingwhen he has the ball; now
yau have to play when you haven't. The best players
grrthe bialance right. b's no good scoring 19 goals
from mifield if you finish third or fowrth in the
leaggoe You need o defend, create goals, score goals

and keep the ball. You can't expect to bea free spirit”

50 thar's the feathall puriss told 1n persan,
there's no it of lavent lamboyance. thhr. neat
d cly d, Cole is i

feel if 'd been born in a Latin country
Trnuay hvee bee coaiched better to playin that role.
ve had to Tearn | myself from watchingall the
greats. | love the Latin cubture of foothall. In England
it's noc such a biggching 1o wear Na 10, Butin Latin
America s ahways given ta the playmaker, Thats
the season | wanted it when | came to Clelsea.

I've heen playing wic now o twa yeaes Bt Fm

2 fachallor -0 lang as 1 b

seamm 1 playin any position”

i gl sk wCh g

cames 1 Cole et him s the st pessan o
dissect

“you want £ chart

Innacence, thcu-.m Il.uu.ly mulesmmsalu\gxl\c
way: His first 7
faotball of yesteryear, comming in.a 5-4 win cver

greaner than IISPMU He's been, e iy “a massive
influence”. Managesial faith is especially important
fara player of Cole's l1k.*A No10 has to be creative

Bracioed in 2000 The oy g head in
aWest Ham cup defieat bo Spurs in 2000, where his
1 |r| 2004, hrlud

and p e risks” he says. “Som
wutrysun\«hmgaumItdoem'kumru (.

y payingin chis ares

by accepted his P
champagne afier scoring th
Liverpool when |oé Wit tore it bl fof 50c
hietping s Daammates close out the Match, A year

5o you need in you and the
system. And you need bellefin yourselE”
Far all Coile's new-found p.-q,,mm,mhemrl

Lager

Champlomns Leagae victory over Basceloma,
1 : : e

s enthirall "'hyme.luuof
recalls hi awe, "Dhvicasly
T s, bt Ral A i
for e, | tehing bim at the 1994

e Prog L
career. Hailed as beir 1o Gazza, bebecarne a feature
af Sven Garan-Eriksson's shambolic friendlies,
anoerscarter ar Euro 2004, and fsally one af the
2006 Warld Cg's few positives. Code was inically
ment effective in tandem with Michael Carrick at
‘West Harm, He now fieels thar players in the Carrick
mmwulel are exlipaing lsis cherished NolD spor

e v hirve players like Milan's Andrea Firle
whs sit very deep. Whien he was playing for lealy
Uneler-215 he was i belvind che sorikers, The way
Tactles ane o, somserimes you have o come deep.
amd loalk for searching passes. Foothalls mare
anhievic, mare intelligent, Tactics are beter To find
‘spaces ir's essential 1o have wide men, or a deep-
lying playmaker - rasher than playing 20 or 3
‘yards tap the pitch where it's congested™

ke Is eloquent on the subjectof tactics.
Before our incerview b sits ar a block of desks
in Cheelsea's media buikling with Surday
mewspaper journalists crowded round.
He parrots platimdes isto the clster
of Dictaphones, anly cpening up
when someane Jobs in a tactical
conundrum. As we start to unravel
the mived upworld ofan English
Mo, e b simdlarly expansive,

T M CHAMPONS MAMTIHE

Wiarld Cup and for Juve

“Twoof the great No10 performances were Zidane
i the 1998 World Cup firal and again against Beazil
arthe last World Cup. He's the top player of sur
generation, if no e greatest ever. Lok at any spart
judged on times and yau can see it's got berter aver
tlye yeass. Foatbull's che samé, 5o Zidare i3 prabalsly
whe greanest ever, | never played agains him, which
% 4 big regret. | was sa close in the Euros, bue | d3dn't
coae k. mihe therell be a wstimonlal down the
Timve. | never had achance o play with Gazza cither,
He's anather of my heroes”
In his head, Cole knows the game now demands
the dcipline that Mourinho presches, Hat i has
hearr, e doesn't sound complenely convinced.
T like b b given 4 run playing at the head

= ofa midfield diamond. he says. "Dhwiously,

| harven't played there fir years now. But i1 e
arumand could sertle in, L knew §can affect the
‘game from there. You're getting up close

o thse b arsd youire linking play. "
Should any Meditermrancan coaches
I s vacaney for an incurable

| Latirelover there may be a caged
free spiritwalting to be
|iberared in SWh. 3




